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GENERAL TRACY STRICKEN

WIFE
DIE

AND DAUGHTER BOIH
A TERRIBLE DEATH,

HIS OWN LIFE NEARLY LOST IN

THE FLAMES.

MRS, WILMERDING AND A GRAND-
DAUGHTER SERIOUSLY INJURED BY
JUMPING FROM THE BURNING BUILD-
ING—A SERVANT BURNED TO DEATH
—THRILLING SCENES AT AN EARLY
MORNING FIRE, WHICH DESTROYXED
THE TRACY MANSION IN WASHING-

TON,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—An alarm of fire, struck
as usual here from all the city fire bells, was
heard this morning by persons who were awako 1
at 7 o’clock, but it conveyed to no one any inti-
mation of the appalling oalamity that had de-
fallen the family of Gen. B. F. Tracy, the Secre-
tary of the Navy. ]

An hour later the report had swept through
the city that the Seoratary’s house was & rain,
and that he and several members of bis house-
hold were doead, The exocitement and distress-
ful sympathy that were at onca aroused by
the horrible details of the story, harrow-
ing as it proved to be, even with many
modificavions of the earliest reports, affected
everybody. The Secretary had easlly and ac-
ceptably stepped into and occupied the place of
his predecessor, and he and his family had
made many friends in the shortsocial season in
which they bad taken an active and hospitable
part,

By the fire which swept through the home of

the SBecretary, the Secretary’s wife, his daugh- L

tor Mary, and DMrs: Tracy’s mald lost their

a Post Office employe making an early collec-
tion from the atreet letter boxes, and a feow
laborers going to work were the only persons
sight., As the policeman passaed by the Secre-
tary’as house he saw little streaks of what
| looked, in the mist, like smoke creeping out
- from the parlor windows. As he stopped an
- Instant to tahke a closer look, a bright tongue
| of flame sbot out from one of the windows, A
fire company is housed on K-street, near Sev-
enteenth-streef, a short square distant from
the Tracy house.

Shouting to some passers-by to run and give
§ne alarm to the firemen there, the policeman
ran up the front steps, pulled the bell furiously,
and tried to break through the heavy Ifront
doors, Failing in this he jumped down to the
basement door, whish he found unlocked, and
shouted to the servants be found in the base-
ment that the house was on fire.

All this had taken but 3 moment, but by this
time the little tongue of flame he had first
noticed had Increased to 2 broad sheet, and
dense volumes of smoke were pouring out of
the front windows. Enough people had yelled
“ Fire !”” on the stredt to awake the whole nolgh-
borhood, and & small ocrowd had already as-
sembled. The citizen who carried the alarm to
the sngine house bad made good time, and the
firemen, having sent out a e¢all for other en-
glnes, were quickly at the house,

SEEKING SAFETY BY JUMPING.

Before they could get out their ladders and
place them against the house, smoke was pour-
ing from the windows of all the floors above
., the basement, and the flames could be geen
| playing havoe with the parlors.

While the firemen were bringing ladders and
the crowd was watching the firemen a lady and
young girl were seen trying to zoet out of one of
the windows on the second floor. They trere

lives. Mrs. Wilmmerding, the Secretary’s wid-
owed daughter, and Miss Allce Wilmerding, his
grand-daughtoer, were injured, and the Secre-
tary himselt barely escaped with his life.

At a late hour to-night the Injured are re-
ported to be improving. The President visited
Secretary Tracy again this evening and
found him regalning his strength, though
still hardly able 1o realize the great loss he has
sustained. To-morrow the President will have
the Secretary removed to the White House,

At no time since the shooting of Garfield by
the assassin, Guiteau, have the people of this
oity been so shocked and 80 excited as when the
intelligence of the terrible loss which has

Iallen upon BSecretary Tracy spread through
the town. It daid not take

the news to

before the fire engines had ceagied playing upon
the flames, people coming out of their houses in
distant parts of the city were met by excited
persons who told them that ths BSeoretary’s
house was in ruins and that his family oircle
had been desatroyed.

In every street car and public conveyanoce
the fire was the first thing an incoming pas-
senger heard mentioned. The story traveled
with great rapidity, too, from honse t0 louse
and neighbor to .peighbor, so that in an in-
oredibly shorg time the whole city knew of the
calamity and was talking of it to the exclusion
of every other subject.

The small crowd which had been attractad to
the sceno of the fire by the clatter of the fire en-
gines was 800N increased by arrivals of throngs
irom every part of the oity,
late at night the strect on  either
side of the bdburned bome was packed with
people, who found a strange fascination in
watching the blackened walls. The policomen
had diffioulty in keeping the crowd back until
long ropes were brought and stretoched across
the street from curb to curb sand along nearly
the whole length of thea sldewalk from the
square oppoaite the house.

Atter.the exoiting and tragic scen eés of the
firat half hour, when there were ftew speotators,
the crowd found little to see. They could see
through the burned-out windows and doors
that the Inside of the house was a wreck, and
the great Dblack patches on the brick frong
showed iate comers how flames aad smo ke had
leaped upward from the windows. The little

and uantil

grass-govered area in front was strewn with }

torn and ocharred pieces of window ourtains
and draperies and blaock pisoes of slate and

cornice from the roof. 5

Conspicuocus among this débris was the body

of & small lap dog with a blue ribbon still tied |

long for

spread. Wwithin an bhour

after tho fatal fire had broken out, and long
{

about its mnack, and the crowd laoked st this l

with peculiar interest when it became known

that the dog had been the pet of the Secretary’s
daughter. This was all there waa to see at the
Tracy honse, but the throog remalned until
after darknoess had covered the s8cene.

Elsewhere through the city, in all the depart-
ments, in the hotels, and on the street corners,
the fire and 1ta victims were the only toples of
conversation, and everywhere sympathty for
Secratary Tracyjwas expressed with full hearts.
The great suddenness of the calamity added to
the sensation the city nas experienced and, even
late at night, the people find it hard to realize
what a terrible blow bas fallen upon the head
of the Wavy Department.

THE STARTING OF THE FIRE,

Secretary Tracy's house ia a lurge three-story-
and-basement brick structura on T-itreet, be,_
tween Sixteenth and Seventeeonth streets, fac-
ing PFarragut-square. Is 13 of unusual width,
and is far enough back from the sidewalk Lo
make room for a rather narrow strip of park-
inz, whioh 1s terraced a couple of steps above
the level of the street. A wide bay window
runs from the ground to the third floor, its top

forming a little balcony, to whiah entrance is

obtained from one of the third-story windows.

Seoretary Tracy purchasea the house last
year from ex-Postmaster General Don NI,
Dickingon, ;who had occupied it during bis
term a8 a member of AMr. Cleveland’'s Cab-
inet. At that time there was & large vacant
space batween the house and the building on
the adajacent lot to the east. Mr, fracy de-
cided to enlarge his new home, ana all last
Summer workmen were busy filling up this
gpsce with an addition to the already wide
house. Its exterior was in entire Rarmony
with the original building, and, when finished
iast Fall, no one wonld have supposed that ig
bad not been bullt at the same time. A light
mansard roof covered the house.

Adjoining the Traoy house to the west is the
residence of Judge Walter 8. Cox ol the Su-
preme Court of this district. These two, with
the residence on the west, flilled the Dblock
between Connesctiout-avenne and Seventeenth-

- gtreed, M. Traoy’s home being in the centre.

|
|
L

At 7 o’ciook this morning few persons were
stirring In the faskionable nelghiborhood. A

Policeman strelling slowly down the street, §

clad only in thelr night garments, having evi-
dently just been aroused ftom sleep. They
were screaming with fright and appeared un-

§

i

able to understand the cries that were shouted |}
t0 them to stand still for & moment and not to |

- jump, for ladders would be raised in time to |}

! rescue them.

The lady was Mprs.
Tracy’s widowed daughter, and the girl by her
side was her daughter Alice.
aazed to heed the advice of the firemen, and,
after a momentary hesitation, both sprang from
the window,
| plat 1n front of the house, and firemen and po-
- llcemen sprang forward to pick them up.

Wilmerding, Saeretary |

They were too |

Both fell upon the narrow grass- j

Both |

~ were badly bruised, and Mrs. Wilmerding, who |
- had fallen upon her lefs side, had received a |
. broken wriet, Overcoats were wrapped about |

. mother and daughter, and they were hurriedly

| oarried around the corner to the home of Dr. J. |
. H. Baxter, United States Army, where they re- |{

}

1

| oeived such medical assistance as they needed.
| Later in the day Mrs.

M. Mason’'s residencs, in Twentieth-street.-When

room over the parlor. They were awakened

i smoke. They opened the door into the hall,
. thinking to escape that way, but found the hall-

Wilmerding and her |
- daughter accepted the shelter of Lieut. T. B. }

| the fire broke out they were asleep in the front i

by the ories of the people on the sgtresat, and j
sprang out of bed to find the room filled with §

- way tilled with fire and smoke, and they were |
~ driven back into the room and to the window, |

- whence they jumped to the ground.,
MRS. TRACY’S TRAGIC DEATH.

Meanwhile much mors tragic scenes were |

beingz enactad in other parts o the house,
alarm had brought several engines and bhook

The }

and ladder companies to the scene, and prep- |

| arations were made to attack the fire from
both front and rear,
rying into the alley riinuing back of the Secre-

As the firemen were hur- §

tary’s home it was seen that the fire wasspread- §

ing rapidly all through the house.

lL.adders were called for, and just as they ¢
were being brought the firemen saw an elderly 4
laay slowiy climbing out of the window of a #

bedroom on the second floor.

Tracy, and wore only her night dress. Smoke

She was NMra. {

was pouring out of the window as she climbeq |
over the sill, and it was plain that she was |

greatly exnaustcd. While the firemen shouted

1o Mrs. Tracy to keep her courage for only s |
moment longer, whenladders wouid be brought, }

she let herself carefully down until she swung
in midalr, holding on to the window sill with
her hands.

But while g ladder was being placed Iin posi-

tion to save her the poor woman’s strength |
gave out and she dropped heavily to the ground. §

A paved area adjoins the rear of the house,

and Mrs. Tracy fell Into this, striking with |

fatal forece unpon the stones.

scious when the firemen reached her., Care-

She was uncon- :

fully wrapping her 1In overcoats, the firemen j
carried her out of the area and into a neigh- |
bor’s nouse on Seventeenth-street, whence mes- |§

sengers wero sent on a run for the nearest
physiciana.

Medical help was quiockly obtained, ana |
everything possible was dono to save the pa- {

tient’s life. Sho soon recovered consciousness,
but complainea of pains about her heart. Then

a little blood trickled down from her mouth, |

and rurning her head aside with a sigh she died,
ieas than an hour after the first discovery of
the fire. She had been partially suffocated dy

smoke, but it was the shock of the terrible fall }

from the window that proved fatal,

Chief Parris, the head of the District Fire De- |

partment, was one of the first to reaeh the
burning hounse. As the firemen burst in the
massive front doors the Chief sprang in through
the smoke and tire and dashed up the buraing
stairway. He had heard as he got there that

the family was still in the house, and Le felt I

that 16 was no time for cowardice.

FINDING THE SECRETARY’S BODY.

From the top of the stairs on the second floor
he groped his way througn the blinding smoke
into the rear bedroom, swhere he stumbled over
the body of a man lylng on the loor. The Chief
was himself nearly choked iwith the thick
smoke, but he dragged the llmp body to a win-
dow and yeiled tothe firemen below for help.
A ladder was hastily raised to the window, and
two firemen, who ran nimbly up the rungs,
carried the body down.

Then thoy learned that it was Secratary
Tracy who bad thus been rescued {rom the
flames. It was at first thought he was dead,
but he was found to be alive, though uncon-
scious. Covering him with their coats, as they
had his dying wife, the flremen oarried bim
through the alley and into the house of ex-
Judge J. C. Bancroft Davis, on H-street, in the
rear of the Tracy house.

Having caught a breath of {resh alr while
helping to get the Secretary out of the window,
Chier Parris turned back and groped his way
into & room adjoining that In which he had
found the unconssious Seeretary. This room
was like a furnace, but by the light of the
flames ho saw through the smoke the form of a
young woman lying upon a bed. The Chiel
dashed into the room, grasped the body and
some of the smoking bedclothes, and ran out.

The first touch of 1he body told him that life
had fled from 1t. As he ran he folded the bed-
clothes around the body, sprang down the
stairs, upon which the firemen had turned =z
stream of water, and reachea theo street in
safety. His burden was laid upon the sidewall,
whence it was removed in & police ambulanace
to an undertaker's establishment on Pennsyl-
vania-avenune. Later in the moraning Chief
Parris learned that the boay he had so bravely
recovered was that of Miss Mary Tracy, the
Secretary’s younger danghten

BRAVELY FIGHTING THE FLAMES.

While Miss Tracy’s body was being ecarried
from the house the people in the rear were wit-
nesses of gan exciting incident. In thoe midss of
the smnoke a woman appeared at a window in
the mansard story and climbed out upon the
narrow ledas just under the sill. The flames
sesmed to dart out after her, but she had with
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| her a blanket, and as she crept along the ledge

she fairly fought off the flames and heat with
this blanket until she was out of their reach.
The people below shouted to her not to jump,
and, though she scraamed steadily, she had
sonse enough to remain on the roof until the

- firemen shifted long ladders and oarried her

down safely. She was one of the servants who

. 8lept in the upper part of the house ana had

been unable to reach the floors below.

Most of the employes of the family were in
the basement when the fire was-alscovered, and
had no diffisulty in making their escapa. They
could, indeed, have safely remained i{n theo
bhouse, for the basement was not:touched by the
fire.

When the woman had been taken from the
roof it was thought that all the-ocoupants of
the house had been aceounted for,.but in pass-
ing into one of the upper rooms after the dre
had been gotten under control the firemen came
upon one mere body. It was horribly burned,
past all recognition, but by a portion of the
glipper which remained on.one foot it was aftez-
ward identitied as the body=of Josephine Morell,
a Frenchwoman, and Mrs. Tracy’'s - maid.

She had prabably tried to.dress, and had been
overtaken by the flames before she could ges
out of herroom., The body was taken to tho
game place 1o which Miss Traoy’s body had been
taxen and placed in charge of the undartaker,
Later in the morning the bodies of Mrs. Traey
and her daunghter were removed to the homse of
Attorney Gemneral Miller,.on Massachusetts-av-
enue,

HOVERING BETWEENYLIFE AND DEATH,

While all thesa exciting scenes were belng
enacted at the ruined home cf Secretary Tracy,
the Secretary himself was hovering between
life and death i n the Bancroft house. Ex-Sur=
geon Gen. Wales and Dr. Ruth of the navy had
been hastily brought in, and together they
worked hard to restore the Secretary 1o con-
sciousness. Ior nearly an hour they labored
without interruption. Then the Secretary e
came partially consclous and cried outseveral
times, *Save her!” “Save her!’” KHis firsg
thought was evidently of his:wife.

Then he lapsed lnto unconscious.ness agaln,
but the dootors” work was finally rewarded
with suocess, and by 10 o'clock he hand become
fully conscious. The physicians were tizen abla
to make a more careiful examination of kus cond
dition, and to the great relief of those abeut
them they declared that he would recovey. His
lungs had been saturatod with smoke, T'xt he
had inbaled no flame, and the doctors at ‘noon
said they were warranted in pronouncing'iim
out 0of danger. AT the same time they admi tted
that bronchial troubles might follow which
might prove a serious menace to Mr, Trac3's
life.

When the Secretary awoke to consoiousnegs’
he found President Harrison standing by his
bedside. The President was one of & throng of
persons who had called at the Davis house
within an hour after Mr. Tracy had been carried
there, and who kept coming to the house In
streama all day. All the Cablnet officers called
except Mr. Blaine, who sont a pathetic messangsa
of sympathy from the darkened death chamber
in his own siricken home. The parlors wers
filled with naval officers and bureau chtefs, and
the callers hecame s0 numerous tbhat early ia
the day is was found necessary tostaticn marine
guards at the front deoor to prevent the general
publio from overrunning the house,

TELLING THE SAD NEWS.

The East Room of the White Bouse, which
has been 80 recently the scene of brilllaut gath-
oerings, has been turned into a piace oI mowurn-
ing. At 5:30 o’clock the bodies of AIrs. and
Miss Tracy were borne in and laid In state dn
the centrs of the apartmentlin two cloth-cov-
ered caskets, placed side by side, .

At 7:45 o’clock this morning, when the Prosi-
dent was Informed of the sasppalling ocalamily
which had befallen the Secretary of the Navy,
without waiting for his breakfast he at once
hurried off to the small frame house on Seven-
teenth-street, in the rear of the Traoy mansion,
where the unconscions forms of the Becralary
and his wife had been oonve{ed.

As the President entored thy room Mrs. Traey
opened her eyes, and, with & smile of recoxnl-
tion, feebly extended her hand, which was at
once grasped by the Chief Magistrate, who,
taking one of the chairs ofiered by an atteuzdand
physician, seated himself beside her, and, stilf
holding the hand of the dying womanu, talked
to her in a low tone until, with a gasping sigh,
Mrs. Traeoy looked at him for a moment. Then
ths look of recognition faded, and, closire her
eyes, she lapsea into that unconsciousaess drom
which she never again roused.

The President, seeing tla% all was oFer,
turned his g tention to the Seorct: y of the
Navy, who as soon a3 possible was placed on &
stretcher and conveyed to tho residence of the
Yon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, justt around the cor-
ner, on H-street. The motior of the bearers.
tozether with the current of fresh morning air,
scemed to rouse the suferer, and calling the
the President at once to his side he asiked to bo
informed of the condition of his wife. The
President looked into the troubled Tface for a
moment, and then said:

T have not aeen Mrs, Tracy_ since I Grol
came.”’

Seeretary Tracy groaned, and turning hig
face away, gaid:

“] know by your reply that she is-dead.”

THE BEREAVED MAN’S FORTITUDE.

He seemod for a moment 80 overcome that tho
gravest rosults were feared Irom the shock.
Not knowing exactly what to say, the President
stood san instant longer. ‘Chen, bcndirg down to
the bereaved man, he tried to comfort him by
telling of the safety of Mrs. Wilmerding and her
young daughter, whose death had beem provi-
dentially avertoad by thelr striking against the
sodded terrace Whkich extends before the front
of the house,

Becratary Tracy listened quietly, ana as the
President ceased urged himn to give himn the
partioulars of the awful tragedy, which he then
did to the minuteat detail, including an accounst
of how Mrs. Tracy had died without apparew$t
gufferineg 238 he held ber hend. The Presideut
coacluded with the remark:

** You muss be strong for the sake of yous
daughnter, who looks 1o you for strength.”

It that is the case I will try to rally,” re-
sponded the Sscretary.

The President remained at the rosidence of
Judge Davis until 1 o’clock, when Ro returned
to the White House, leaving orders that he was
to be sent for If any change for the worse
should occur.

Hgalf an hour later, news arrvived that the
Secretary was rapidly sinking, and the Presie
dent prepared at once to rejoin him, but, hasv-
Ing ascertained thrqugh a mounted messengor
that the report was a false one, he waited ta
partake of the much-needed refreshments,

Attorney General Miller had the bodies of
Mrs. and Miss Traoy taken at onge to his resi-
dence on Massachusetts-avenue, whoere they ro-
malned until 5 o’clock in charges of the under-
taker, who embalmed them. Miss Tracy’'s body
wag frightfully burned, bub was i1deuntified bty
the rings on one lrand and a slight gold okarm
which she wore around her neck.

AT REST IN THE WHITE HOUSE.

At 5 o'cloock a mulancholy procession stari=d
from the Attorney General’s residence. As the
two caskets containing the bodles of Ars. Tracy
and Miss Tracy were borne from the house the
bystanders on the pavement stood with Go-
covered heads. ‘The two hearses were folilowed
by a carriage containing Mrs, Harrison and
Attorney General and Mra. Miller.

The first carriaze was followed by that of the
Vice President and Mvrs. Morton, who were de-
talned at home, and met the funeral procession
a8 it pareed slowly down naasachusebts-ave-
nue, when it halted & moment as thoey entered
the sad prooession. Behind this cams the
White EHouse carriage, in which were seated



Mr. and Mra MoKee and the Misses Thomas.
Last of all oame Private Secratary Halford and
Lieut. Parker. )

Tarning from Alassachusetts-aveuue into
Sixtesnth-sireet, the hearses and attendant car-
riages moved down to Lafayette-sqnare, dAown
Jackson-place, across the avenue, and through
the White House gates, and up to the Execu-
tive hMansion. The Prasident stood just within
the doorway, and was at once joined by Mra.
Harrison., with whom he walked to the middle

r———

of the corridor, where they were joined by Vice |
President and Mrz. Morton, Attorney General .
and Mra, Miller, Mr. and Mra. McKee, the party
standing in line as the bearers passed with the

bodies of Alrs. and Miss Tracy throagh the cor-

ridor to the Eaat Room, where the blinds had

besn closely drawn.

As the second cofiin was born In, tbe President

gave his arma to Mra. Harrlson and led the way

to the East Room, followed by the small party
which by this time had been increasea by the
addition of Gen. Schofleld, Gen. Vinecant, UT. 8

A., and Dr. Ruth, U. 8. N. Major Ernst arrived
soon after.

As scon as the two caskets had been placed in
posttion drs, Harrison advanced and laid the
cluster of calla l1lies upon Miss Tracy’s casket,
while ifrs. Morton laid upon Mrs. Traoy's cofiin
a large cluster of purple Parmna violets. After
remaining in the East Room a short time, the
President and Ars. Harrison, followed by the
whole party, passed down the corridor into the
private part of the mansion.

Mr. ¥Frank Tracy, the Secretary’s only son,
was at the farm a% Owego, N. Y., and caunot
reaclk tho oity before morning. (Gen. Catlin of
New-York, SBecretary Tracy’s brother-in-law, ax-
rived to-unight.

No final arransements .for the funeral have
been made as yet, and none will bo made uuntil
the arrival of Secrotary Tracy’s son.

Tho funeral of Josephine Morrell, the Franch
mald, will take place to-morrow. Mrs. Harrison
caused inquiries ¢to be made to-day with
regard 10 bher, snd ~wiien she ascertained
that the maid had no relatives in
this eountry diracted Lieut. dason fo
make arrangements for her funeral. The inter-
inect wiil be in Mount QOlivets Cemetery. The
Corener will hold an inquest to ascertain, if pos-
sible, the cause of the iire, but he consented to
porinit the burial of the nurse without waiting
for the investigation.

1t is thought to-night that the remains of Mrs.
and iliss Tracy will be pizeed in a vault here
for several days, and that the funeral will be
poustponed until Secretary Traey recovers.

The only similar instance of record when the
East Room was used as a shamber of mourning
was after the expiosion cn board the Princeton,
Feb, 28, 1844, at the Washington Navy Yard,
waen ithe Hon, Thomas W. Gilmer, at that time
Secretary of War, was killed, with many cthers.
The body of the Sceretary, with that of Mr.
Maxie and ons other, were broucgiit at onoce to
the East Room, where they lay in state ior sev-
eral days. _

Secretary and Mrs., Blaine, in an interview
with the President and 5irs. Harrison this
morning, stated that when the day dawned it
had seemed to them that their own burdea was
ereater than they eould bear; but when the
news of Secretary Traey’s double 1088 was con-
veyed to them every wvrivate feeline of grief
was lost sight of In the overwhelming calamily
which had befallen the Seeretary of ithe Navy.

THE CAUSE OF THE FIRE.

Tne B¥igzin of the fire which destroyved so
many lives is s8till uncertain, and a careful in-
quiry wili have 10 be made to daiscover it. Itis
certain that the fire started in the large front
parlor, and there are indications that its begin-
nIngZ was very near the carved wood mantei.

The Turnace which heated the honse was in
the basemeut, just below thiz part of the room,
and the generally-aecepted theory is that the
woed above bacamse overheated from the for-
nace flnes, and atter smolderinz some time
finzlly burst into fiame. There was a grate
in the parior, however, In which there had
been =z cheerfal fire last night. The servants
say the family ratired lzte last evening. and
they do not know whether the fire was lefs
burning or had goae out. 1t 1s possible that
the iire wsas not out when the house was
elosed for the nicht, 2nd & spark from the grate
may havo eansed the ealamity.

It has been asserted that one of the sorvants
sitarted a fire in the parior grate this morring,
but this is denied by them. However the fire

gtarted, it appears to have rushed through the

Lonse +with amazing rapidity, for in tive
minntes after the 1irsy faint wreaths of smoke
were seecn outside the whole three floors and
the roof were on 1ire.

BUSINESS PRACTICALLY SUSPEXDED.

Businesz was practically suspended in the
Navy Departmpent to-day. Commodore Ram-
B8ay, the senior Bureau Chief, was acting Secre-
taryr, but he had vary little official mail 10 sizn.
The oiiiceras on duty in the department and the
elerss were all in their plaeces, but they had
little thoughi of their werk, and most of the
day was spent in discussing thke trazedy of the
mworning and anxiounsly iInauniring for the latest
information as to the Secretary’s condition,

The department telegraph wire was crowded
all day with messages of condoience and in-
quiries from prominent peoplein all parisof the
country. Most of the naval oflicers on 4duty in
Washington ealled in person at the residence of
Juage Davis during the afternoon and evening
to inquire a2bout the Secretary and to offer
their services. All the Cabinet officers in the
eity, except Mr. Blaine, who was kept at bome
oy tho bereavement in his own fainily, passed
most of the day at Judge Davis’s house, and
there was little business done in any of the
departments,
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